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220 THE JOURNAL OF PHILOSOPHY 

Proclus's Metaphysical Elements. Translated from the Original Greek by 

Thomas M. Johnson. Published by the author: Osceola, Mo. 1910. 

Pp. xvi + 201. 

Under this title Mr. Johnson — the Thomas Taylor of our time and 
country — has added to the useful " Bibliotheca Platonica " which he has 
been publishing at intervals for a number of years, a translation of the 
" Institutio Theologica " of Proclus. By reason of its combination of 
completeness and systematic arrangement with comparative brevity, this 
treatise was, perhaps, historically the most influential and important of 
the expositions of the Neo-Platonic metaphysics, and especially of the 
system of emanationism. It contains in compact form and in a tech- 
nically careful formulation the more fundamental ideas underlying such 
important medieval writings as Dionysius Areopagita, the "De divisione 
natura3 " of Erigena, and the " Liber de causis " ; and it is no far cry 
from the " Institutio Theologica " to Bruno's " Delia causa, principio ed 
uno " and the first part of Spinoza's " Ethics." Indeed, in the work of 
an eminent writer, which lies before me, bearing the date 1909, I find a 
struggle with the same problem, and somewhat the same result — a scheme 
of ontology at once monistic and emanationistic. But one is not sure 
that they did not do this sort of thing with the greater subtlety and in- 
genuity in the fifth century. 

The treatise was translated by Taylor in 1792, and Mr. Johnson's ver- 
sion is based upon the earlier one, but somewhat modernized and corrected. 
Many of Taylor's notes are reproduced ; the biography of Proclus which is 
prefixed is a paraphrase of the original " Life " by Marinus. Most con- 
temporary scholars will be a little shocked by the complete absence of 
breathings and accents from the Greek citations; and some of Mr. John- 
son's critical and historical views about Greek philosophy will seem to 
many to be of a somewhat too orthodox Neo-Platonic character. The stu- 
dent of the history of philosophical ideas in America will be interested in 
the fragment of autobiography in which Mr. Johnson tells of the sources 
of his enthusiasm for the Platonistic philosophy (pp. xiii-xvi). All save 
the comparatively recent manifestations of idealism in America — and, in 
particular, certain elements in what was called " Transcendentalism " and 
in the St. Louis philosophical movement — probably were due almost as 
much to direct or indirect influences from Neo-Platonism and the English 
Platonists as to Kant and his German successors. The extremely impor- 
tant role of Alcott in relation to both movements is the best evidence of 
this fact; and Mr. Johnson's account of his own intellectual history is a 
case in point. He learned idealism and epistemological rationalism first 
from purely Platonic sources ; though he afterwards found much the same 
conceptions — with various additions and rephrasings — in the doctrines of 
the St. Louis Hegelians. To the late William T. Harris the present vol- 
ume is dedicated. 

Arthur O. Lovejoy. 
The University of Missoubi. 



